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October 19, 2004 – Honolulu. Hawaii will soon be the nation’s 44th state to be added to the nationwide Watchable Wildlife network of wildlife viewing sites and guidebooks. Following a global trend, nature tourism is a fast growing segment of  Hawaii’s tourism industry. The Hawaii Watchable Wildlife Project will establish a statewide network of wildlife viewing sites. The careful selection of viewing sites throughout the state will ensure that the most sensitive and threatened wildlife and habitats are protected from overuse by directing visitors to areas with appropriate facilities. "The Watchable Wildlife Program will provide an important interface between people and nature," said Sam Gon, Director of Science at The Nature Conservancy of Hawaii. "It will help visitors and kamaaina alike become more aware of the wildlife around them and build an appreciation for our native species and the habitat they need to survive." Hawaii’s unique marine wildlife, from spinner dolphins and humpback whales to green sea turtles and reef fish, will be highlighted in the guide and on the web site. Viewing guidelines and interpretive displays at the viewing sites will inform residents and visitors about Hawaii’s native flora, fauna and habitats and encourage responsible viewing behavior. 

The Hawaii Wildlife Viewing Guide and the http://hawaiiwildlife.org website will be developed to list the viewing sites by island, along with general information on Hawaii’s unique wildlife and guidelines on how best to watch wildlife. Each viewing 

site listing will contain information about common wildlife in the area, the best season for viewing, facilities, contact information and directions to the sites. Directional road signs featuring a white binocular symbol on a brown background--already used throughout the U.S.--will guide visitors to sites.

“While gathering community input for the Hawaii Tourism Strategic Plan, we became aware of the need to provide better, more accurate information to our visitors and residents on Hawaii’s natural resources to help preserve and protect those resources,” said Rex Johnson, President and CEO of the Hawaii Tourism Authority.  “We also heard about the need to direct visitors to more appropriate sites, and away from the more sensitive and endangered areas.  This guidebook will help us to do that while also educating our visitors and residents on the wonderful array of wildlife available in Hawaii.”

The project will be administered by the Hawaii Watchable Wildlife Steering Committee, made up of 13 organizations and agencies that manage most of the state’s public lands and nearshore waters. Ray Tabata is the chairman of the committee, which has spent over two years in preparation for launching the project. The committee is currently accepting nominations for viewing sites, and will begin a site assessment process this winter. A series of public workshops will begin in November to accept input from local residents. The project is expected to be completed by December, 2005. The project is being funded through resource conservation grants from the Hawaii Tourism Authority, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and other partner agencies. 

Watchable Wildlife, Inc., publisher of the Hawaii Wildlife Viewing Guide and 43 other state wildlife guidebooks, is a nonprofit organization established to promote sustainable wildlife viewing programs in North America.  For information about Watchable Wildife, Inc. visit http://WatchableWildlife.org.  For information about the Hawaii Watchable Wildlife Project, visit http://HawaiiWildlife.org, or contact Ray Tabata, (808) 587-8579 or email ray@hawaiiwildlife.org.
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